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PRINCIPAL’S PONDERINGS
Welcome to 2019 at Noojee Primary School and a new year of learning.
I never really thought that I would be a teaching principal in a rural school but here
I am at Noojee Primary School on a temporary basis for Semester 1. I am happily
and busily enjoying the challenge of “juggling” classroom teaching and principal
commitments in this picturesque environment.
I am highly appreciative of the support and expertise provided by my fellow teacher, Rex Perry, amazing Business Manager, Amanda McLaughlin, and our caring
Integration Aides Christiane Bromilow and Brigitte Kuhnell. Unfortunately, Julie
Tawse is unable to return to school at present but I have organised a temporary replacement when required.
I am enjoying the experience of teaching and learning in a small rural school and
becoming part of the school community, even if it is only on a temporary basis.
Thank you to Rosie for volunteering to listen to our students reading and talking
about what they have read on Tuesday mornings.
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A Short Personal History
I have enjoyed being a dedicated, enthusiastic teacher for many years and have had
numerous experiences as Acting Principal and Acting Assistant Principal but in
schools ranging from 260 to over 600 students. While mainly a classroom teacher,
I have also been a Performing Arts teacher, as well as a Gifted and Talented Specialist with a passion for Tournament of Minds.
I have undertaken many educational leadership roles such as Maths Coordinator,
English Coordinator, Humanities Coordinator, Professional Learning Community
Leader and Sub School Leader. I have been a School Councillor and served on
School Council Education and Fund Raising Sub-Committees.
I am married to Peter, who is retired from the Australian Tax Office. I have two
adult children, Ashley, who is a musician and IT professional, and Natanya, who is
a secondary teacher. Their father (deceased) was a Music Lecturer at Deakin University. As a family, we have been involved in musical activities/groups and all
had or have a passion for horse riding, breeding and showing dogs, reading and
travelling. I also have a stepson and a very cute almost 3 year old step grandson.
I am looking forward to challenging the students and being respectfully chal-

lenged. (Remembering how to change gears on the old school bus was a bit
challenging yesterday!)
(Mrs) Pam Thrift-Mulholland
Acting Principal
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STUDENT ACHIEVMENTS
Blake has been respectful, resilient and
reliable in the classroom and playground.
He has demonstrated his inquiring mind
and consistently endeavoured to produce
his best learning.

Teaching and Learning
The students have begun learning about De Bono’s Thinking Hats, how Writer’s Workshop
operates, how to use Graphic Organisers such as Lotus Diagrams and Mind Maps. We now
start each day with Morning Routine.
Please ensure that your children have decorated their “Writing is Thinking” scrap books with
pictures and/or drawings related to themselves and their interests.
We have discussed the school motto, values and expectations for a safe, caring learning environment. The values and expectations have not been finalised yet but they will be published
in the next newsletter.
We are waiting on more supplies to arrive. These will include Student Diaries to assist in developing independence and organisational skills.
Please ask your children questions about what they have been learning at school each day.
Getting to Know You
Within 2 days all students presented their “Me in a Bag”, showing and talking about items
that have informed us about their interests, hobbies and passions. Students are continuing to
create PowerPoint presentations about themselves.
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Bushfire Preparedness
Sadly, today is the 10th anniversary of the devastating Black Saturday bushfires and it is fitting that the
Emergency Management leader for the West Gippsland section of the Education Department is visiting Noojee Primary School this morning to help review our emergency procedures related to bushfires. You will be reminded of our plan as soon as possible and notified of any changes.

Lunch Orders
We are hoping that lunch orders will begin on Tuesday 12th February. Future dates will
be advised and also we will advise when cooking resumes.
Neerim District Rural Primary School

Students from both schools cooperated particularly well
yesterday as they participated in Chinese, MARC van/
Library, Performing Arts and Digital Technology. Noojee
students were exceptionally well behaved in the bus as we
travelled between Noojee and NDR.
WRITING

Blake’s NDR Trip.
In Chinese, I learnt how Chinese make buildings out of ice.
What they do is they work for weeks trying to get thousands of
ice blocks to make into buildings. The way they stick the ice
together is with cold water which freezes the ice together to
keep them stable.
After Chinese it was time for Marc Van, where we got a new
teacher called Mrs James. We read a book I forgot the name of
it though, we made our own name tags. And I borrowed a
chose your own story book.
Of course my favourite thing about going to NDR snack, at
snack we played football I got a few good marks and goals but
what I liked the best about this was playing with Leo and
Mitchell. They’re my mates from when I was about 5.
I knew Leo from playing football, and I know Mitchell from
going to Noojee Primary School.
And finally, it was time for Prodigy. Prodigy is I think a free to
play game. The game is about a guy who's you who is a wizard
who defeat monsters through Maths. You can collect pets, get
cool gems, make your guy look sick and become number one.
I like to just get cool pets but it would be pretty cool getting
number one.
One other thing I did was preforming arts, I enjoyed doing it
and I'm excited to be the big bad wolf. At the start me and Leo
worked together we are practicing Mayhem and the Three
Bears.

Community Afternoon
The 1st Community afternoon will be on Friday 22nd February from 2:30 to 3:00pm.
This is open to parents, grandparents, guardians, other family members, school councillors and other interested members of the community. It will provide an opportunity for
students to showcase their learning.

